r   u   l   e   s
1.
ADMINISTRATION
1.1
All League competition shall be under the general management of the Hong Kong Ladies Tennis League [HKLTL] Committee.

1.2
The Committee shall consist of a Chairwoman, Treasurer, Secretary, Registrar, Scheduler, Webmaster, Social Convenor, Tournament Coordinator, and a Representative for each Division.

1.3
The Ladies Tennis League Committee shall be responsible for:

•
The registration of players and teams.


•
The grading of teams.


•
The division of teams.


•
The establishment of League schedules




 of play.


•
The arbitration of disputes between




 teams on League matters.


•
The management of funds.

1.4
All Committee decisions will be final.

1.5
All matches played in the League shall be governed by the International Tennis Federation Rules and the HKLTL Rules
1.6
All registered players are responsible for making sure that they are fully aware of the Rules of the HKLTL (available on our website:  www.hkladiestennis.com) and the International Tennis Federation Rules (available on:  www.itftennis.com/abouttheitf/rulesregs/rules.asp) The HKLTL booklets are given to every team at the beginning of each season.
2.
ENTRIES/ELIGIBILITY

2.1
The year will consist of two seasons, commencing in September and January. Registration Forms must be submitted by each team for each season.

2.2  The maximum number of teams that may be registered for any season shall be ninety four (94).  Consideration to add more teams will be under the Committee's discretion.

2.3
Registration of Teams: Entries for the League shall be invited before the beginning of each season from Clubs, Associations and any other interested persons. TEAM CAPTAINS ONLY shall forward the Registration Form for their team, nominating a minimum of 6 players and a maximum of 10.  No registrations will be accepted unless submitted by the Captain or acting Captain.  For teams re-registering, 4 players must be from the previously registered team, or they will be considered a NEW team.  

2.4
Allocation of days for matches:


Monday

  Division 5 


Tuesday

  Division 4


Wednesday

  Division 3



Thursday

  Division 2


Friday

  Premier and Division 1

2.5(a)The  registration fee  per team for each season will be decided by the Committee and should be fully tendered when each Registration Form is submitted. No refunds will be given to teams who make late withdrawals.  Late registration will incur a late fee.

2.5(b)Should a team withdraw after the Registration deadline, none of the players on that team will be permitted to play for any team as a full member or a guest for the upcoming season, subject to the discretion of the Committee.

2.6 
Should a Club or Association enter  more than one team in the same division, the players in each individual team must be clearly specified. No interchange of players in these teams will be allowed during a season.

2.7 
A player shall be registered and play for one team only except as stated in Rule 2.11.

2.8
At the time of registration, teams may request to play in a particular division, however, the grading is at the discretion of the Committee.

2.9
Once a full-time or guest player has been registered for a team, no transfer to another team after commencement of the first match of the season is allowed. Any change before the start of the season must be submitted by both captains to the Committee for their consideration.

2.10 Players holding, or having held, a WTA ranking, are not allowed to play in the HKLTL. All other players are allowed at the Committee’s discretion. Captains must provide the Division Representative with a FULL playing history of any new member, including any kind of ranking ever held (WTA/ITF/USTA/National).  Playing history should include high school, college, night league, any other league etc.  A recommendation letter from a coach would be helpful in processing the registration.  The history report should accompany the completed Registration Form.
2.11
Guest Players:


a.
All divisions may register 4 guest players.  Guest players in all divisions may play a combined total of 4 matches in any combination.  Not 4 matches per guest.  Guests are subject to the same rules as full time players.


b.
Guest players (except Division 5) must be registered on a team from a lower division (for example, if registered in Division 3, a player may guest for any division higher than Division 3.) The division and team must be stated on the Score Sheet.


c.
Division 5 may register guest players who are not currently playing in the League.  In this case, their playing level should be appropriate to the division. All playing history and if possible a note from a coach should be included upon registration.   


 d.
Guest players can be registered at any time but must be registered before playing a match.  When playing a guest player, "guest" must be indicated on the Score Sheet.


e. Division 5 guests are allowed to move into a full time position on the roster if space allows. However, if the guest has played a match prior to changing status, that guest spot is considered to have been used.  A full-time player may not become a guest player regardless of whether she has played a match or not.

     
    f. A guest player can be a guest for one team only. 

2.12

Each team shall nominate a Captain.  The Captain must be a registered member of the team.  All names, telephone numbers, ID numbers and addresses of these team members must be entered on the Registration Form. An e-mail must be provided for the Captain or a team representative. Players must be residing in Hong Kong for the season for which they have registered to play, and may be asked to provide proof of residency.  

2.13
Registration of additional team members/guests can take place at any time during the season.  Changes will be accepted from the Captain ONLY, and must be submitted by the Captain to the Division Representative.  No new team member is eligible to play until the Captain has received confirmation from the Division Representative.  All sets played by an unregistered player shall be forfeited.  In the absence of a Captain, the Captain must designate an acting Captain.  

2.14 A registered player may be removed from their roster for one of the following reasons:  

(a) permanent transfer  from Hong Kong;  (b) medical reasons preventing the continuing of play during the season; or (c) starting work.  Supportive documentation is required for a player to be removed from a roster.  Only then can a player be replaced by a new member, and it must be authorized by the Division Representative in accordance with rule 2.13. 
2.15 When a player has withdrawn from a team under rule 2.14, that player may not register with another team during the same season but may return to her original team, (if there is a place available) should the circumstances for her withdrawal from the League change. 

2.16
Both non-disclosure of ranking and inappropriate use of higher graded players will be penalized by forfeiture of all points won by such players.

2.17
No player under the age of 18 years old may register in the League.

3. 
MATCH PROCEDURE

3.1
The date and location of every League Match to be played shall be fixed by the Scheduler. A match schedule will be drawn up with details of participating Clubs, Associations and Teams, together with Captains’ names and telephone numbers.

3.2 
The visiting team remains on the courts they started on.

3.3
A doubles format will be used. Each team will field two pairs, who will play two tie-break sets against each pair of the opposing team. Matches will be played on the surface provided by the home team.


         Players shall provide a 5 minute warm-up with their opponents at the beginning of sets 1 and 3. Failure to do so will result in the forfeiture of sets 1 and 3. 

        Play shall be continuous from the first serve until 
each set is concluded. 
  Only  20 seconds are allowed from the time the ball is out of play at the end of the point until the serve is struck to start the next point. The server must strike the second serve without delay.  The server may not serve until the receiver is ready, however the receiver shall play to the reasonable pace of the server. If the receiver attempts to return the serve, she is considered ready and the service cannot be called a fault. A one-and-a-half minute interval is allowed from the time the ball goes out of play to end the game and the ball is struck to start the next game on change of ends except after the first game of each set when no interval is allowed.  At the end of sets 1 and 3 there shall be an interval of 2 minutes.  No more than 10 minutes is allowed between sets 2 and 3. There is no break before a tie break.  Taking additional time to nurse a medical condition is breaking the Rule.

3.4 
Six new balls must be provided by the Home Team. Such balls may be of any standard complying with the regulations of the International Tennis Federation.

3.5
The “official starting time” is 9.30 am. Courts shall be available from 30 minutes before start of play. Matches may start EARLIER but not later than 9.30am by previous agreement between the captains. References to the “official starting time” in these rules shall in the case of an earlier starting time agreed between the captains mean the earlier time agreed upon.

3.6 
A player or players not ready on court to commence the first set within 15 minutes of the official starting time will forfeit the first set. If a player is not ready to commence play 45 minutes from the official starting time the first two sets will be forfeited. If a player arrives after 45 minutes and the first two sets have not been completed, she may play her remaining sets. Any player arriving at or after the official starting time will be entitled to only 5 minutes warm up on court. If a team does not turn up for the scheduled match within 1 hour of the official starting time or does not turn up at all, a ‘walkover’ will be declared. Any mitigating circumstances causing late arrival will be considered by the Committee within 7 days of the match. 

3.7 
Both Captains are responsible for the completion of full names of all players on the Score Sheet. Any guest player should be identified as such. It is the responsibility of the winning team to fax the Score Sheet, without delay, to the Division Representative. In the case of a draw, the home team is responsible for faxing the Score Sheet. Telephoned results are not acceptable alone. The Captain of the winning team keeps the original and gives or sends a copy to the opponent. The Score Sheet must be filled out in pen.

3.8 
No non-playing member, coach or spectator is allowed to interfere in the game in any way. Coaching from any person is not allowed except between sets 2 and 3.

3.9 
A copy of the HKLTL booklet must be available on court for every match. This is the responsibility of both Captains.

4. 
SCORING

4.1
In all divisions one point will be awarded for each set won.

4.2
In the event of a walkover, 8 points will be given to the team awarded the walkover.  Further penalties may apply at the discretion of the Committee.

4.3 
Winners of each division will be decided on point score aggregate.  At the end of the season, should two or more teams achieve the same point score aggregate, a count back on matches won will decide the winner. If both teams won the same number of matches then both teams will be declared co-winners. If a team has been undefeated but does not have the highest point score aggregate, they will also be declared co-winners of their division.
4.4 
At the end of each session of play, the winning team(s) from each division will automatically be promoted to the next higher division. 

4.5 
At the discretion of the Committee, other teams may be promoted or demoted, to allow for more even grading of teams, and to facilitate the overall running of the League.

5.
INJURIES

5.1 
If a player sustains an injury on court, play can be suspended for a period of time not exceeding 10 minutes, to enable the player to recover. A player unable to resume the set after 10 minutes must forfeit that set. If she is able to recommence play within a further 15 minutes she may play in the subsequent sets. No substitute is allowed once play has started.  Only one 10 minute injury time is allowed per person per match.
5.2 
ALL PLAYERS PLAY AT THEIR OWN RISK.   The HKLTL or any participating Club/Club members, Association, or Team will not be held responsible for any illnesses suffered or any injury sustained by a player during a match.

5.3
If a player is injured during the warm-up between 9.00-9.30, that player may be replaced by another registered team member. If they arrive after the scheduled match start time, Rule 3.7 takes effect. A player injured after the match has started may not be replaced. The match is considered to have begun when both teams step onto the courts with the match balls.
6. 
INTERRUPTION OF PLAY

6.1
If a match is not able to be completed because of the unavailability of courts (i.e., a match has not finished by 1:00pm and courts are not available to complete the match), another date must be arranged and the remaining sets/games played according to rule 7.3. 

7. 
WEATHER

7.1 
In the case of wet weather, all members of both teams must turn up for the match and be prepared to wait until 10.00am to postpone the match unless BOTH captains agree to reschedule the match.  If the match is rained off, captains should let their Division Representative know immediately. 
7.2
In the case of a Hot Weather Warning being issued prior to 10.00am, all matches will be rescheduled.

7.3  
When the Pollution Level is at 200 or above, matches can be rescheduled unless BOTH captains agree to play.

7.4 
If play is suspended due to wet weather or a Hot Weather Warning, only the score from completed sets will count in the rescheduled match.  Any uncompleted sets will need to be restarted in the rematch.  For example, if both teams won 2 sets, and they were both in the middle of their 3rd sets, then at the rematch, both teams must restart their 3rd sets regardless of the score in that set.

7.5
Any registered team members are eligible to play on the rescheduled date. However, team members who participated in the rained off match must remain partners in the rescheduled match, if both are playing.

7.6 
If play cannot start by 10.00am, because of rain or a Hot Weather Warning or because the Pollution Level is at 200 or above, both Captains are responsible for rescheduling the match within the three-week period from the original date, excluding holiday breaks (e.g. Easter). When a match played in the last two weeks of the season needs to be rescheduled, then the rescheduled match must take place before the end of one week after the relevant division’s last scheduled match.  

7.7
Both teams must, within 48 hours, offer possible dates to reschedule the match.  The home team must offer at least three dates when home courts are available.  Dates offered must span the three week period and not be left until the final week only.  The Division Representative must be copied on all correspondence.  If the home team cannot secure home courts, a change of venue is permitted.  If no agreement can be reached, then at the end of the 3 week period, there will be a set day for the rescheduled match the following week, as follows:  


Premier and Division 1 – Wednesday


Division 2 – Tuesday


Division 3 – Monday


Division 4 – Friday


Division 5 – Thursday.  


On the final designated day, if one team is unable to play the match, then the other team gets a walkover.  If neither team can play, then neither team gets the points.  If both teams show up on the final designated day and it rains again, then the points will be split.  The home team should bear the cost of the re-match.  The final designated day a rescheduled match can be played is on the last day of the rainoff week relevant to that division.

7.8 
All  rescheduled matches must be played within one week after the relevant division’s last scheduled match. 

7.9 
No match should be played in wet weather unless both Captains agree that the courts are fit for play.

8. 
COMPLAINTS

8.1

If the Committee receives a written complaint against a team or an individual, the team or individual will be notified of the complaint and given an opportunity to respond.  If three complaints are made against the same team or individual in any two year period and the Committee, in its absolute discretion, does not consider the responses acceptable, the Committee may impose a penalty against the relevant team or individual.  Such penalty may include demotion and/or suspension.


8.2
Protests concerning a breach of the Rules may be lodged by a Team Captain, in writing, to the Division Representative or any HKLTL Committee member within seven days of the date on which the alleged breach of the rules occurred. All queries, problems or complaints should be directed to the Division Representative.

9. 
MOBILE PHONES

9.1 
Mobile phone or PDA usage is not allowed under any circumstances during the match, regardless of the venue.  Checking messages or texting is allowed only between sets 2 and 3, and only off the courts.

9.2  If, during the course of a League match, a mobile phone is used, the team responsible for the phone shall forfeit one point, which shall be awarded to the opponents (e.g. if the score stands at 15 all and the server’s phone rings, the score will become 15-30). If, on the same court with the same players, that team is responsible for a further interruption of play by any use of a mobile phone, they will forfeit a game, which will be awarded to the opponents (e.g. if the game score is 4-5, point score 40-15, and the server’s mobile phone rings for a second time, the game will be awarded to the receivers and they will have won that set). The points or games shall be forfeited by the team responsible for the mobile phone on the court where the phone is located, whether or not the player responsible for the phone is playing on that court. Some clubs reserve the right to ask any player to leave the club premises if a mobile phone is used at any time. In such a case, the team using the phone will have to forfeit any unfinished and/or unplayed sets by the user of the mobile phone.  However, if a spectator's phone rings during play neither team can be held responsible. 
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